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German thought. In both community is the basis. In the one 
growing up from within by natural process in practical experiments ; 
in the other from without put down upon according to an external 
idea. In the one the idea is an hypothesis for experiment and modi- 
fication according to results. In the other correct logical inference 
from the idea, rather than practical consequence dominates. 
Mackensie's book, in spite of his remote intellectual forbears, is 
English-minded. 

The author starts with a consideration of human nature as by its 
inborn constitution pushing toward community life. In this vast 
movement of humanity appear the various modes of association, the 
social institutions that arise in the national order, family, school or 
education, industry, state, justice. This is followed by discussion of 
institutions that transcend national boundaries and tend toward the 
inevitable goal of a world order. They are international morality, 
law, trade, and of a different character, religion and culture. The 
essential nature of each of these institutions and their interrelation 
in the unity or community is exhibited. Gilbert Chesterton's say- 
ing : ' ' the important thing about a man is his philosophy ' ' is nowhere 
more true than in the realm of social philosophy. To have such a 
philosophy is corrective of the pettiness of the private man, of the 
narrow-mindedness of specialist in science, and of the partisan and 
patriot in government. It is the absence of such a comprehensive 
view which a social philosophy would give them, that makes certain 
senators partisan politicians instead of statesmen of national and 
international wisdom and reputation. Such men are anarchs in high 
places resisting community through dimness of eye and narrowness of 
sympathy, putting personal, party, and national advantage before 
human welfare, and inviting chaos instead of organizing it. Whether 
a man has in such a case a social philosophy, and of what sort it is, 
is the important thing about him. 

Herbert G. Lord. 

Columbia University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVUE DE METAPHYSIQUE ET DE MORALE. Septem- 
ber-December, 1918. La re forme de Luther et les problemes de la 
culture presente (pp. 533-573) : C. A. Bernouilli. - " The eccelesi- 
astic schism of Luther and his followers has been at bottom a strife 
for the unity of the spiritual existence of Europe. . . . Thus in spite 
of appearances, it is an analogous crisis that Europe is undergoing 
at present." Pourquoi Luther n'a-t-il cree qu'un christianisme 
allemandf (pp. 575-612) : Imbart de la Tour. -"Did the German 
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spirit create Luther or Luther the German spirit? . . . Never were 
religion and country more closely welded." Le sens de la Revolu- 
tion religieuse et morale accomplie par Luther (pp. 613-645) : E. 
Ehrhardt. - Luther engaged in his work of reform without precon- 
ceived plan and without even intending to be a reformer. He was 
led only by his personal experiences of a specifically religious order. 
Re forme et prereforme. Jacques Lefevre d'Etaples (pp. 647-667) : 
N. Weiss. -An account of a French reformer prior to Luther and 
of influence on the career of Calvin. La predestination d'apres 
Calvin (pp. 669-705): H. Bois. - Predestination is not exclusively 
Calvinistic, but a dogma common to all the reformation. However, 
protestant thought ' ' is obliged to traverse the Christianity of Calvin 
to better grasp in its purity the simplicity and profundity of the 
Christianity of Jesus Christ." Note additionnelle sur la Reforme 
frangai,se. Les Apotres de la tolerance (pp. 707-718) : F. Buisson. 
-A study of religious ideas before Calvin, against him in his day, 
and after him that triumphed with the revolution of 1789. Le 
protestantisme en Angleterre (pp. 719-741) : F. W. Watson. -An 
attempt to define the meaning in which the term protestant Church 
of England is used by the English through an historical study. 
La marche du courant calvinisme en Grande Bretagne (pp. 743-767) : 
P. Fargues. - The fundamental principle, that of free examination, 
has been enlarged little by little and adapted itself to the demands 
of science and of social life. Les Anabaptistes (pp. 769-805) : 
F. Palmer. -The Anabaptists, as a by-product of Protestantism, 
are significant as introducing the idea of democracy. Calvin et 
VEntente. De Wilson a Calvin (pp. 807-840) : F. Doumergue.-A 
presentation of documentary evidence that Calvin is the founder 
of modern liberty. Les deux Reformes: le LutMranisme en Alle- 
magne. Le calvinisme dans les pays de langue anglaise (pp. 841- 
891) : J. Chevalier. -An attempt to show the difference in these 
reforms which make the one culminate in Prussianism and the other 
in ideas suitable to English-speaking peoples. Les aspects religieux 
de la guerre (pp. 893-921): E. Vermeil. -The Anglo-Saxons and 
the French require more intimate organization, and the organizing 
power of religion should be an object of reflection to both Prot- 
estants and Catholics among the allies. L' esprit conservateur et 
V esprit revolutionnaire dans le lutheranisme (pp. 923-956) : Ch. 
Andler. - Luther represented a revolution in faith and in the 
Church combined with a political conservatism. 

Jones, D. Ambrose. Philosophic Thought and Religion. New 
York: Macmillan Co. 1919. Pp. 60. $0.80. 
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Solovyof, Vladimir. The Justification of the Good: an essay on 
moral philosophy. Translated by Nathalie A. Duddington. 
New York : Macmillan Co. 1918. Pp. lxiii + 475. $4.50. 



NOTES AND NEWS 

Mind for July contains an interesting appreciation of the late 
John Cook Wilson, Wykeham Professor of Logic in Oxford since 
1889, written by H. A. Pritchard. Professor Wilson was born in 
1849, and entered Balliol in 1868. Prom that time until his death 
in August, 1915, he was connected in one capacity or another with 
Oxford University, being Fellow of Oriel College from 1873 until 
1901 and Fellow of New College from the latter date until his death. 
His published writings consist of a few books and pamphlets and 
numerous contributions to scientific periodicals, most of them deal- 
ing with mathematical subjects or with problems in connection with 
the text and interpretation of the works of Plato and Aristotle. 

We quote the following paragraphs from Mr. Pritchard 's article : 

"The point of departure of Cook Wilson's views lay in his un- 
wavering conviction of the truth of mathematics. In mathematics 
we have, without real possibility of question, an instance of knowl- 
edge; we are certain, we know. Those who talk of non-Euclidean 
spaces are using mere words to which no thought corresponds. It 
is impossible to conceive hyperbolic or elliptic space. The funda- 
mental objection which confronts those who suppose themselves able 
to conceive such spaces lies in the fact that the corresponding fig- 
ures contradict our faculty of construction; we can not, for in- 
stance, imagine straight the so-called straight lines of which they 
speak, and to suppose, as they do, that this does not matter is er- 
roneous and due to an illusion about the function of imagination in 
geometry. They can be refuted on their own ground, since it can 
be shown that they use only the conception of Euclidean space in 
the hypothetical reasoning in which their theories about such spaces 
consist, and it is a mere mistake to suppose that a train of hypo- 
thetical argument will never lead to a contradiction of a certain 
kind, because up to a given point it has not done so. 

"In consequence the skepticism inherent in the philosophy of 
those who follow the metageometricians was wholly alien to him. 
The coherence theory of truth, again, was according to him not only 
impotent to lead to any positive result but was vitiated from the 
start by the existence of mathematics, where we presuppose that no 
future experience and no further advance either in mathematics 



